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1 August 1943

What Went Wrong?

“Today I felt pass over me a breath of wind
from the wings of madness.”

— Charles Baudelaire
French poet



T Sandman, ploted by LT Sternfels, maments after releasing s bomk ad
This is the iconic image of the Plosst, raid.

Overview

Owr proposal is for & documentary film about operation TIDAL WAYE, the listoric bombing
mission of the Ploest, Romama, ol refinenes that occurred on | August 1943, The mission
itially imvalved 178 United States Army Aar Comps B-24 bombers and over 1,700 airmen. The
2, Tk-mule, 13-hour round-tnp mission was flown from several arrfields around Benghaz,
Libyva, to five targeted refinenes in Ploest, a oty situated 65 miles northeast of Bucharest,
Romama. The price for the mission was exceedingly high, the results controversial. Of those
aircraft that took off from Benghaz, 34 never retumed. Ower 40 mireratt were lost to

unexpectedly plentiful Lultwalfe defenses, both antiarcraft fire and fighters. Seven B-24s were



